
VCU-ACE- Autism Services in Franklin County Public Schools 
 
Our school division was selected to take part in the VCU Autism Center for Excellence Division-
wide Technical Assistance Exemplary Services to Support Students with ASD Project.  The 
project began in March 2014 and continues for 3 years through March 2017.   Staci Carr, Ph.D. 
and Cindy Pitonyak are our Technical Assistance Coordinators for this Autism Center for 
Excellence VCU/RRTC Project. An Autism Services Improvement Team (ASIT) has been 
comprised to provide Staff Development training to all school staff and ensure the goals which 
have been set for Franklin County Schools are met. Members of this team include special and 
general education teachers, school administrators, parents, central office administrators and 
related services personnel. Dr. Carol Schall, Director of Training and Technical Assistance and 
the Autism Center of Excellence and Director of the Virginia Autism Resource Center Virginia 
Commonwealth University has provided training of our administrative staff on working with 
children with Autism and periodically meets with us to review our progress in this project. The 
VCU-ACE Cohort will be in FCPS for three years.  The Autism Improvement Plan: Put in the 
Improvement Plan here. 

http://www.vcuautismcenter.org/
http://www.varc.org/
http://www.vcu.edu/
http://www.vcu.edu/

